Siva

Sitting Bull escaped into Canada, but re-
turned in 1890, and was killed that year at
Grand river.

Siva ('Blessed One')j also called Maha-
deva ('Great God'), is the third person of
the Trimurti, or trinity of Hinduism, and is
commonly known as the destroyer of life.
But his function as destroyer is only in order
that reproduction may take place. A third
aspect of Siva is his asceticism, and he is then
the favorite deity of Hindu ascetics. The Siva
cult is the most universal in India today.

Sivaji (1627-80), founder of the Maratha
or Mahratta empire in India. He early be-
came convinced that his mission was to
emancipate his countrymen from Mogul tyr-
anny. Brahmas proclaimed Sivaji an incarna-
tion of the deity, and the Marathas flocked
to his standard, and so successful were his
efforts that a British ambassador was deputed
to 'assist' at his coronation in 1674.

Sitwell, Edith (1887- ), Eng. author;
wrote Rustic Elegies; Aspects of Modern
Poetry.

SitweH, Osbert (1892- ), English
poet and novelist. He wrote The Man Who
Lost Himself and Escape with Me.

Sitwell, Sachevereii (1900- ), Eng.
poet and novelist; wrote The Got hick North.

Siwa (anc. Ammomium), oasis, Egypt,
280 m. w. s.w. of Alexandria; is well watered,
and yields dates and olives. Rock salt is also
worked. It contains remains of the Temple of
Ammon and the Fountain of the Sun. Dur-
ing World War I the British forces defeated
the Senussi forces at Siwa.

Sixtus IV., Francesco della Revere
(1414-84), succeeded Paul it. on the papal
throne in 1471. He encouraged the conspir-
acy of the Pazzi against Lorenzo de' Medici,
and with the aid of the king of Naples threat-
ened Florence, but was compelled by the de-
fection of his ally to make terms,

Sixtus V., Felice Peretti (1521-90), was
elected pope in 1585. The name of 'Papa
Sisto' for swift and summary punishment is
proverbial in Rome to the present day. He it
was who gave his benediction to the Span-
ish Armada, He built the Vatican Library.

S.J., Society of Jesus.

Skager Rack, arm of the North Sea,
from 70 to 90 m. broad, and extending for
about 150 m. n.e. between Jutland and s. of
Norway. It communicates with the Baltic
by means of the Kattegat. Violent northwest-
erly stornis are frequent.

Skagway, town and sub-port of entry, s.
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dist. of Alaska, 178 m. n. of Sitka, at the
mouth of the Skagway R., and at the head
)f the Lynn Canal. The town is the gateway
to the Yukon, and is of importance as the
centre for the distribution of supplies for
that region, where gold, silver, and copper
mining are carried on. The place was settled
in 1897 and the present charter was granted
in 1900; p. 872.

Skalds, the ancient Scandinavian poets,
who sang or recited verses of their own com-
position in praise of the deeds of living or
dead heroes. They were similar to the trou-
badours of S. France.

Skate, a common name for several spe-
cies of the genus Raia (ray). The members
of this genus are characterized by the two
dorsal fins on the tails and the absence of a
tail spine, and liy the pelvic fins being
deeply notched. There are a large number

Common Skate.
of species, widely distributed over temperate
seas, especially in the north. The commonest
and smallest skate of the eastern coast of
the United States is the spring 'tobacco-box'
(R. erinacca).
Skating* The use of skates in one form
or another has been popular for nearly 1,000
years. They originated in Continental Eu-
rope and were later introduced into England;
Norsemen, Swedes, and Dutchmen being pio-
neers in the art of propelling oneself over the
ice on improvised runners. The style of skate
used then was the brisket bone of an ox,
which was fastened to the sole of the foot
and around the ankles. The skater, armed
with an iron-shod stick, pushed himself for-
ward by striking it against the ice, getting
up very high speed by this means. The wood-
en skate, shod with steel or iron, made its
appearance in the i4th century, while iron
blades were used about two centuries later.
The modern speed skate body is of tubular
steel with x-i 6-inch tool-steel hardened blade
from 14 to 16 inches in length, For figure
skating the blade is considerably shorter.